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STUDY GUIDE 
 



 
 
 
 
Dear Educator, 
 
THE MONEY SHOW is designed to give your students a quick overview of some basic 
theories about economics and finance, using Aesop’s fable about The Grasshopper and 
The Ant to illustrate the importance of acting responsibly and carefully when it comes to 
managing their own money. 
 
We’ve tried to keep the show as light and funny as possible, but even still, it can’t be 
argued that the information within isn’t critically important to your students’ long-term 
well being. That being the case, we’d suggest that you look at the show as a jumping off 
point for further discussion about how money works, and what strategies can be 
employed to protect and grow your students’ financial interests as they move up and out 
into the real world. 
 
The show has been structured in segments so that it can be modified over the years to 
meet the interests of the latest generation of viewers. The current (2013-14) edition of the 
show includes information on the seeds of the 2008 meltdown, using the 2000s housing 
bubble, subprime lending boom, and credit default swaps market as cautionary tales 
about believing things that are too good to be true and acting irrationally with regards to 
personal debt load.   
 
At the same time, we want to make sure that your students understand that economies run 
in cycles, so that even if their individual families are facing economic hardship now, 
these crises have a tendency to cycle up eventually, and that preparation for “economic 
winter” is really the best way to survive the inevitable downturns that they’ll see as they 
go through life. 
 
In this guide we’ll walk you through the segments covered in THE MONEY SHOW, 
with suggested questions or exercises for you and your students to look at once you’re 
back in class.  If you have any questions prior to the performance, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us at info@greatworkstheatre.com. 
 
Thanks, and we look forward to performing for you! 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
Matt O’Brien 
Producing Director 
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Part 1 – The Grasshopper and The Ant    
 
The show begins with Aesop’s fable of the industrious Ant and his 
neighbor, the happy-go-lucky Grasshopper.  Even as the Ant spends 
his summer collecting corn and preparing for winter, the Grasshopper 
spends his playing in the fields, secure (he thinks) in the knowledge 
that winter is still a long time off, and he’ll have plenty of time to 
prepare. 
 

Of course, winter is never as far away as we think, and sure enough, an early snowstorm 
comes and forces the Ant to go live in the proverbial “van down by the river”, where he 
freezes his tail off, finally giving up the ghost just as spring is about to arrive. 
 
But then cut – we’ll go back and try to come up with a better ending for the story. In 
order to do that, we’ll have to teach the Grasshopper some basic concepts about corn (i.e.:  
money). And to start, we’ll go all the way back to the Dawn of Time. 
 
Cue the 2001 homage…. 
 
 
Part 2 – Ugh the Caveman Invents Currency 
 
Ugh the Caveman needs a new fur coat. His best friend Bert has an extra one, but he 
doesn’t just want to GIVE it away. The two will have to invent the idea of trading – using 
an informal sense of valuation to offer each other something that each one needs, while 
getting something of comparable worth in return. 
 
So far, so good. Then one day, Ugh needs to trade, but he has nothing that Bert wants. 
What to do then?  Enter the concept of currency – a piece of metal that Ugh can give 
Bert now, that Bert can then later trade to someone else to get whatever Bert wants. 
Rather than being a thing of value itself, the currency only represents value – a system 
that is at the heart of our economic system to this day.   
 
 
Part 3 – But how do you Determine Value? 
 
Ah, we’re glad you asked. Well, to an extent, assessing value hasn’t really changed since 
the day of Ugh. It’s two people looking at what they have, what they want, and coming 
up with an idea of how much they need or want the other object in question. And THAT 
concept is known as Supply And Demand. 
 
In order to demonstrate the concept, we’ll have one of your kids come up on stage and act 
as Mr. or Ms Supply, holding the inventory of some object that everyone wants. As the 
supply of his or product increases or decreases, they’ll have to come up with a pricing 
structure that maximizes the value of what they have. 



GAME SUGGESTION  
“Supply and Demand” 

 
Let your kids work through the process of trying to balance 
supply and demand. A fun interactive class wide game can 
be found online at 
 

http://www.shmoop.com/supply-demand/game-D623795642C84F09A486C99993F88056 
 

 
Part 4 – Using Supply and Demand to Get a Career 
 
It’s the high school graduation, and Elmer Sackdance and Betty Lou Brainpan are 
discussing what they’re planning on doing with the rest of their lives. The road lies before 
them with two paths – one leads right to a so-so job at the movie theater, but with 
immediate financial independence, the other to another 3 or 4 years of schooling, and the 
costs that go along with that idea. 
 
This segment of the show investigates the decision tree that dictates the choice of a 
career. And what’s one consideration? Yup: supply and demand.  Your students will be 
given examples of how they can use their own unique talents and aspirations to craft 
fulfilling careers, focusing on finding ways to combine market-based demand with their 
natural gifts, leading to rewarding careers. 
 
(Please be aware that this section of show extols the value of a college education and the 
value of specialized skills that can be learned outside of a college degree program. While 
we certainly paint a university education in a factual, flattering light, we try to 
demonstrate that there are also excellent careers to be had in trades or other specialized 
crafts.) 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE ASSIGNMENT 
“What do they make?” 

 
Have your students take a group of jobs and investigate 
what the average salaries are, comparing two or three 

different careers over a long-term period. Add in the expenses involved in training for the 
career, so that the training costs can be considered as part of a cost/benefit analysis. 
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Part 5 – A WHAT Account? 
 
Both Elmer and Betty Lou have their first paychecks – what do they do now? Time to 
visit the bank and open up an account. But which kind? Checking? Savings? What’s the 
difference?  
 
The differences between the various accounts are covered, along with a demonstration of 
the difference between a debit card and a credit card – any why the latter can be both 
your best friend and your worst enemy.   
 
Need a clearer picture of how a credit card can be an enemy? Let’s look at The Sorcerer’s 
Apprentice, shall we?… 
 
Once we’ve tamed the credit card beast by keeping him firmly under control, we’ll need 
to look at Savings accounts. Well, the good news is that they’re very safe, and very 
…..safe. The bad news is that these days, you can’t make a whole lot just by sticking it in 
the bank. So we’ll have to look at savings’ more adventurous alter ego – investing! 

 
 
 

OUTSIDE ASSIGNMENT 
“How Much is that Credit Card in 

the Window?” 
 

Look up current rates on credit cards from Visa, MasterCard, and Discover, then use 
online debt calculators to figure out how much interest a $500 purchase would accrue if 
only the minimum was paid over a 1 month, 6 month, and 12 month period of time. Add 
the total interest to the initial cost of the item, and see how much the REAL cost of the 
purchase would be. 
 
Part 6 – The Wall Street Shuffle 
 
What’s Wall Street? What’s a ‘share’? Easy: Wall Street is the World’s Biggest Dating 
Service, and a “share” is a tiny piece of ownership in a publicly traded company. 
 
Ms Personal Investor goes to have dinner with Amalgamated Beanies, and he is so 
attractive that she jumps right in and buys 1,000 shares, without doing due diligence first. 
Amalgamated’s stock takes off like a rocket, UNTIL the day when it’s revealed that AB 
was using rat pellets and candy corn to stuff their Beanie toys, at which point, their stock 
price drops like the proverbial rock, wiping out all of Ms Investor’s initial buy-in. 
 
So what can we learn here? Do your homework, and more importantly DIVERSIFY!!! 



 

OUTSIDE ASSIGNMENT 
“Stock Tracking” 

 
Have your students choose three different stocks, and 
using historical data, track the performance over a 2-
year period.  Did they make money from beginning to 
end? Lose money? Did they spread their risk out 
intelligently so that they stayed in positive territory? 

 
 

Part 7 – What’s a Recession, and How’d We Get Here? 
 
So the last step for educating the Grasshopper will require that he learn how to be 
prepared for the inevitable downturn in his food supply – his Recession. To do that, he’ll 
have to learn about WHY recessions happen, and since we happen to have one handy…. 
 
A recession is defined here as a lot of people being scared of spending their money and 
taking risks because SO many bad things are happening all at once:  
 

A: Like you’re walking home from school, and a dog comes up and takes your backpack!  
 
B: And then when you got home, you discovered that your sister’s cat ate your goldfish ..  
 
A: And then you go to the kitchen and find out that dinner is liver and Brussels sprouts!  
 
B: How would YOU feel? 
 
C: Man, I’d be depressed! 

 
We’ll go back in time to the 1990s, and see how a couple of fundamental changes in the 
American economy had devastating impact. We’ll look at the increase in the number of 
easy loans coupled up with an overpriced housing market to spur irrational home 
inflation. On top of that, we’ll see how the financial services industry found a quick and 
easy way to deal with all of that increased borrowing by cutting those loans into tiny 
pieces and mixing them up with all sorts of other loan pieces – making it harder for 
institutional investors to know whether they were buying good debt or questionable debt. 
 
All of those pieces will lead us back to one simple rule when it comes to finance; if it 
sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 
 
And having learned how to use Supply and Demand, manage his spending money wisely, 
and how to invest rather than just ‘buy things’, the Grasshopper will be ready to get back 
and try again, using the summertime as his time to build up stores of grain that will get 
him safely through the winter until springtime comes again. 


